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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is responsive to the preliminary amendment filed on June 6, 
2008. As directed by the amendment: Claims 1-5 have been cancelled and new Claims 
6-10 have been added. Thus, Claims 6-10 are presently pending in this application. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 0 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form because 
a multiple dependent claim can not depend on a canceled claim. See MPEP 

§ 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claim has not been further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ellis (UK 
1555031). 

5. Regarding Claim 6, Ellis discloses a system for fixing a grip handle 5 (Figure 1 ) 
to a container 6 (Figure 1 ) of an item of cookware comprising a stud 1 0 (Figure 1 ) which 
comprises a body adapted to be fixed to the container and a flame guard 8 (Figure 1 ) 
which is adapted to surround the stud and which comprises a side wall (Figure 1 below) 
and an annular shoulder (Figure 1 below) projecting from the side wall to the interior 
and defining an opening through which extends the stud, wherein the stud comprises a 
flange ring 9 (Figure 1) which projects from the body to the exterior, a distance 
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separating the flange ring from an end of the body adapted to be fixed to the container 
and a distance separating the annular shoulder from an end of the side wall adapted to 
come into contact with the container are such that, when the handle approaches the 
container, the annular shoulder abuts against the flange ring just before the end of the 
side wall of the flame guard abuts against the container (Figure 1 ). 

Figure 1 (Ellis) 




opening 



6. Regarding Claim 7, Ellis discloses an annular shoulder (Figure 1 above) which is 
monobloc with the sides of the flame guard. 

7. Regarding Claim 8, Ellis discloses a flange ring 9 (Figure 1 ) which is monobloc 
with a body of the stud 1 0 (Figure 1 ). 

8. Regarding Claim 9, Ellis discloses a flange ring 9 (Figure 1 ) which is located at 
an end of the stud 1 0 (Figure 1 ) adapted to be fixed to the container 6 (Figure 1 ). 

9. Applicant is duly reminded that a complete response must satisfy the 
requirements of 37 C.F. R. 1.111, including: "The reply must present arguments pointing 
out the specific distinctions believed to render the claims, including any newly presented 
claims, patentable over any applied references. A general allegation that the claims 
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"define a patentable invention" without specifically pointing out how the language of the 
claims patentably distinguishes them from the references does not comply with the 
requirements of this section. Moreover, "The prompt development of a clear Issue 
requires that the replies of the applicant meet the objections to and rejections of the 
claims." Applicant should also specifically point out the support for any amendments 
made to the disclosure. See MPEP 2163.06 ll(A), MPEP 2163.06 and MPEP 714.02. 
The "disclosure" includes the claims, the specification and the drawings. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ELIZABETH VOLZ whose telephone number is (571) 
270-5430. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 8am-5pm 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anthony Stashick can be reached on (571 ) 272-4561 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



IE. V./ /Anthony D Stashick/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3781 Anthony D Stashick 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3781 



